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Panela was introduced to Colombia in the 
16th century and its development was 
due to the effort of muleteers and their 
mules. Today, the most productive region 
for panela sugarcane in the country is 
located in the middle basin of the Suárez 
River. However, despite its importance, the 
product is still transported on the back of 
the mules. The Corporación Colombiana 
de Investigación Agropecuaria (Agrosavia) 
(Colombian Corporation for Agricultural
Research) led the design of a cabling 
system that optimizes the transport 
of sugarcane in the area, but its 
implementation is not applicable to all 
panela producers, so the help of this loyal 
animal remains indispensable for them.
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Sugarcane:
Between the air 
and the mule



With the implementation of 
the system of mobilization by 
air wiring the performance 
increases to achieve the 
transport of 2 600 kg of 
sugarcane per hour, about 
ten times more than what was 
achieved with the mules alone.
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Aerial 
sugarcane 
transport 
system 
designed by 
Agrosavia, used 
in the middle 
basin of the 
Suárez River. 
This system 
allows for the 
transportation 
of a greater 
amount of 
sugarcane per 
unit of time.
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“We evaluate the impact that these technical 
methodologies can have on a sugarcane producer, 
so that a decision-maker can determine whether it 
is good or not for their region...”, explains Professor 
Carlos Alberto Franco from the School of Business 
Administration at Universidad del Rosario.
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