
Rafael María Carrasquilla was born in 1857. When he 
died in 1930, at .the age of seventy-three, he was generally 
recognized as one of the great teachers and preachers of his 
time. He was heir to deep-rooted traditions, for his father, Don 
Ricardo, was a well-known intellectual leader and orator, and 
on bis mother's side, Rafael María was a grand nephew of 
the learned and intelligent forerunner of Colombian indepen
dence, Antonio Nariño, who translated «The Rights of Man» 

into Spanish. 
Carrasquilla became rector of the College of Rosario at a 

favorable_ moment. A succession of Liberal gobernments un
friendly to the influence of the Churcb had now given way

to an administration under which, for the first time in many 
years, clerical personalities had their full influence in the life 
of the nation. During the long period in which Rafael María 
Carrasquilla was a leader of Colombian education, he contri
buted enormously, by his piety, his learning, and the obvious 
sincerity of his convictions, to the influence and prestige of 
the Cburch in _the affairs of the nation. 

As a preacher, well-informed Colombians place Carras
quilla side by side with Carlos Cortés Lee. They are regar
ded as the two most ouststanding examples of pulpit elo
quence in Bogotá. Sorne admirers have even gone so far as 
to compare Carrasquilla, on the basis of his published ser
mons, to Massillon and Bossuet. After ,a careful analysis of 
his personality and methods, however, and on the basis of 
a long and intimate personal acquaintance, Monseñor Castro 
Silva thinks that in the clearness and simplicity of his style, 
Carrasquilla was more nearly like Cardinal Newman. The 
secret of his influence was personal sincerity, and ability to 
adapt his style to bis audience. 

In estimating the qualities of this great pulpit orator, 
Monseñor Castro Silva concludes: «His modesty in the choice 
of themes, his serenity in making them clear, the absence of 
any invective, his caution in defining the duties of a Chris
tian, and his keen insight into the strength and the weakness 
of humankind are the final and efficient proof of the judg
ment which has been passed on Monseñor Carrasquilla as 
sacred orator and as a man of sincere and deep convictions». 
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La Crónica de1 Rosario en e1 

exterior 

Crónica del muy ilustre Colegio Mayor de Nuestra Señora del 

Rosario en Santa Fe de Bogotá. Libro Primero. By GUILLER

MO HERNANDEZ DE ALBA. (Bogotá: Editorial Centro, 1938. 

Pp. xiii, 348). 

T HE cultural history of colonial Bogotá could well be
told in relation to two colleges-Nuestra Señora del Rosario 
of the Dominicans and San Bartolomé of the Jesuits. No or
thodox university ever rivaled them as the centers of educa
tion in New Granada. Dr. Guillermo Hernández de Alba, 
upon the cuarto centennial of the founding of the city 0f San
ta Fé de Bogotá, has presented the history of Rosario from 
its foundation (1651-1653) to 1733 in· the first book now pub
lished. He has drawn heavily upon the local college archjves, 
the papers brought over by the Jesuits to document the his
tory of San Bartolomé, the Archives of the lndies, and much 
other source material. 

The author feels a profund respect for the college, its 
students, and professors, from the founder, Fray Cristóbal de 
Torres, to the republican epoch. His predilection for the con
vent atmosphere is bespoken not alone in the title Crónica, 
but in the very style of the presentation. The volume is, then, 
an account of intellectual Bogotá in the least interesting part 
of the colonial period. Although written by a modern, it co
vers a time not marked by intellectual evolution in America. 
Hence, there is little difference between this production and, 
Jet us say, the Crónica (1687) of Plaza y Jaén on the Uni
versity of Mexico. But it is useful as documentation to the 
general historian and, of course, is the very grist upon which 
the milis of local history grind. More illuminating, because 
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Vigía de libros 

'"LA IMPORTANCIA DE VIVIR" 

Por Lin Yutang 

quisidora le merecen nuestra fi
losofía y nuestros trajes. Se
mejante importancia concede a 
la crítica de nuestros regímenes 
políticos y de nuestra manera 
de comer. Y como aprecia todo 
eso, que forma el acervo de 
nuestra cultura occidental, des
de un punto de vista rigurosa
mente oriental, surge por opo
sición, abundante y copioso, el 
material diagnóstico, agudo a 
ratos, a ratos jovial, muchas ve
ces cáustico. No ignora el au
tor que el simple contraste que 
se deriva del juzgamiento de 
una civilización por otra pro
porciona una raíz humorística 
fácil y casi espontánea y lo ex
plota con avidez. Su humoris
mo, por cierto, no es más agu
do que el de Bernard Shaw, su 
sátira no alcanza el vigor y el 
colorido de Osear Wilde y su 
ironía no llega a tener la finura 
espiritual de Anatole France. 
Pero se expresa con una llane
za tal, dice las cosas de un mo

do tan simple, infunde a sus 

páginas tal color de charla a

mistosa, que se lee con agrado, e 

incluso no hay manera de tener 

otra reacción que una sonrisa 

para sus conceptos más demo-

Una extraña mezcla de poe
..sía oriental con realismo occi
dental, en que se confunden y 
amalgaman la nota exótica con 
.la observación juiciosa hasta la 
vulgaridad, imprime a este libro 
un sello característico, que por 
momentos puede tomarse por 
,original. Nacido en China y doc
torado en Harvard y en Leipzig, 
-.su autor, Lin Yutang -uno de 
los valores más atrayentes de la 
actual literatura asiática- está, 
por la fusión de sus tradiciones 
-con su cultura, en condiciones
exc.epcionales para ser un críti
co . sagaz de nuestra vida occi
dental. No desdeña el tema el
autor, por cierto. Por lo contra
rio, se complace en afrontar
esa crítica, casi hasta agotar
"la. Y en unas seiscientas pági
·nas del apretado texto pasa re
vista a los principios básicos de
nuestra civilización, compla

-ciéndose principalmente en con
trastar el choque que existe en-
tre nuestros ideales y nuestras
realizaciones, y la futilidad de
nuestros esfuerzos para hacer
,concertar nuestros propósitos
con sus resultados. Nada esca
--pa a su observación penetrante
ni a su espíritu alerta. Todo lo
observa, todo lo comenta, todo
lo juzga. Igual preocupación in-

ledores. 
No se puede, en puridad con

ceder a las observaciones de Lin 

Yutang más trascendencia que

la que les asigna el propio au

tor. Y él, por cierto, les concede 
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