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orn in Antioquia, a lawyer by profession and part
of the Universidad del Rosario by adoption. These
are some of the characteristics that could identi-
fy the Emeritus Professor Beatriz Londofo, who
had the classrooms and corridors of the Univer-
sidad del Rosario as her second home for twenty
years. However, other words define her as a pro-
fessional: Human rights defender and pioneer.

“I believe I am a pioneer, with great humility.
Life gave me the opportunity to start things. I like that word.
Pioneer is not only the one who gives a new idea, but who
can develop and follow it up,” she reflects, while having a cup
of coffee in the tranquility of her home, in Santa Marta (Mag-
dalena). There she lives as a retiree, and this has allowed her
to resume music and exercise, two activities that she had left
standing by for the day-to-day life of the academy.

Professor Beatriz was a member of the editorial commit-
tee that presented the magazine Socio-Legal Studies in 1998,
was the creator of the Public Action Group (GAP, in Span-
ish), promoter of the Master of Law with an emphasis on
Human Rights and Transitional Justice, and founder of the
Sociolegal Network, among many achievements in the long
list of actions that she began at the Universidad del Rosario.
For this reason, she has made history in it since her arrival at
the Research, Studies, and Consulting Center (Ciec, in Span-
ish)—with the cooperation of the jurist Ovidio Oundjian
(RIP), considered an illustrious member of the Universidad
del Rosario for his contributions for almost four decades to
this alma mater.

A year after entering the university, Professor Beatriz was
part of the Public Law Group led by the lawyer Carlos Ariel
Sanchez, and she coordinated the Human Rights Protection
Mechanisms line at the Faculty of Law, an idea that had the
visionary support of the then dean Marco Gerardo Monroy.

“The life of researchers is full of ups and downs, and it
takes strength to fight for innovative ideas. And we always
learn a lot in the process,” says the professor.

She carried out everything because she was convinced of
the obligation of the academy in general and the Universidad
del Rosario in particular to bet on the research of the coun-
try’s biggest problems. For this reason, she also advocated
the creation of the Human Rights Research Group. “It was
2003, there was a very strong opposition, which posed great
difficulties,” she recalls. In the end, not only did she achieve
that purpose but also, as the leader of this new group, she
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In the list of achievements in the defense of
human rights of the emeritus Professor Beatriz
Londono, the following ones stand-out:
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In 2013, her sabbatical
year, Beatriz Londono
wrote the book Legal
Clinic Education and
Strategic Litigation in
Ibero-America, which is
available at: https://bit.
ly/2LM2NLv

Many of her articles are
published in indexed
journals. She highlights

B her work in the journal

State Law, in which she
presented the results
of an investigation with
the Universidad de
Malaga (Spain) entitled
Gender violence has no
borders. Comparative
research on Colombian
and Spanish regulations
regarding gender
violence%2004-2014],
which can be found in
this link: https://bit.
ly/2AFOsOm
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managed to position it in Colciencias (the governing body of
science in Colombia, today is the Ministry of Science, Technol-
ogy, and Innovation) in the highest category. She participated
in the creation of the elective area of Human Rights to influ-
ence undergraduate teaching at the Faculty of Law. An episode

that she sums up with a phrase as follows: “I have been very
happy at university; it has allowed me to use creativity to train

and research human rights.”

She has taught that same idea to her students, whom she
supports in the proposals that she considers they contribute to

the academy. For example, in 2004, when two
of them came to her office to tell her about the
“novelty” of the research incubators, she ac-
companied them to speak with the university
authorities and supported them so they could
attend a meeting in Cali where they could
learn about the experiences of other universi-
ties in this matter. They traveled and returned
to be the founders of the incubator.

Beatriz Londono Toro was named emeri-
tus professor, one of the highest distinctions
awarded by the Universidad del Rosario to
outstanding professors, including people
from outside the institution.

Advocate hy vocation

Professor Beatriz discovered her interest in
defending human rights very early, when she
was at the school of nuns La Presentacion, in
her native Medellin. There she not only di-
rected the student music group but also was
a leader who fought to defend others, so hard
that she almost ended up being expelled for
displaying a poster with complaints and re-
ports from her classmates, something that
greatly annoyed the nuns. Then, she already
knew that her path was to study Law, a course
of studies that she studied at the Universidad
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Pontificia Bolivariana, where she later worked
as a professor.

Her course changed in 1984 when she won
the scholarship Centenary of the Constitu-
tion of 1886, which was awarded by the Banco de la Republica
(Central Bank of Colombia). After two years abroad, she ob-
tained a Doctorate in Law from the Universidad Complutense
of Madrid (Spain), with her work Constitutional guarantees in
the face of information technology challenges. Something that
took place “when no one talked about it in Colombia,” as she
remembers smiling since doctorates were not known in the
country at that time. Therefore, the challenge was twofold: To
explain what was a doctorate and what was computer science.
“IT topics were something from another world, nobody un-
derstood what I was doing,” she says.

Upon returning to Colombia, after a brief return to the Pon-
tificia Bolivariana, she joined the Alta Consejeria Presidencial
paralos Derechos Humanos (High Presidential Council for Hu-
man Rights), under the direction of the lawyer Alvaro Tirado
Mejia, in 1988. It was an instance that was just beginning, and
therefore, she was part of the first acting team. Her mission
was to systematize the complaints that arrived, via telegrams
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or calls, to the Presidencia de la Republica
(Presidency of the Republic) precisely in one
of the most painful periods in recent nation-
al history due to three phenomena that the
country was going through: Narco-terror-
ism, paramilitarism, and guerrillas. An ex-
plosive mixture that left hundreds of dead,
displaced, and injured people. The professor
underwent one of her most intense experi-
ences, which left her the best memory, be-
cause she helped to save many lives.

Her work in the public sector continued
as part of one of the preparatory commis-
sions of the National Constituent Assembly,
in 1990, and later in the new Defensoria del
Pueblo (Ombudsman's Office) from 1992.
Upon leaving this entity, she arrived at the
Universidad del Rosario.

Among her achievements in this alma
mater, in addition to the research and con-
solidation of the Human Rights area at the
Faculty of Law, she is recognized as a Senior
Researcher at Colciencias and as emeritus
professor in 2019, a distinction that only a
few women receive.

Always contributing to the university
For several years, Professor Beatriz Londofio
and her family decided that someday, they
would move to Santa Marta. So, in this new
chapter of her life, which she began only at
the beginning of 2020, she combines her
virtual classes with the direction of grad-
uate theses in a warm climate and close to
the sea.

In her work, an idea comes to her head
and she is already shaping it: The role of
distinguished and emeritus professors as a
thinking center of older people so that they
continue to contribute to the university and
the country. This idea emerged in conver-
sations with the Instituto Rosarista for the
Study of Aging and Longevity, which is led by
the School of Medicine and Health Sciences.

She also continues to think about collec-
tive rights and the urgency of new mech-
anisms for the defense of human rights:
Thoughts that she shares with her colleagues
and students, to whom she leaves the path
that she has built because she is sure that
“generational change is key” to continue
moving forward. Her former students prove
it. Today, they stand out in academia as pro-
fessors or researchers in law firms and public
institutions. For them, there are only words
of affection, as she never ceases to amaze “the
human quality and sensitivity of the Univer-
sidad del Rosario students. They are a great
strength of the university because they re-
flect its commitment to society.” O




