
Colombia is the main recipient of people from the 
neighboring country, and, beyond the isolated efforts of 
heroes without capes, such as rectors and teachers, public 
policies are required that promote integration and counter 
phenomena such as xenophobia.
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W H AT  I S  B E I N G  D O N E  I N  T H E  C O U N T R Y  T O 

W E L C O M E  C H I L D R E N  L I K E  Á N G E L?

The study found 
that at the first 
level, that of 
the Ministry of 
Education, the 
magnitude of 
the migratory 
phenomenon is 
recognized, but 
at the same time 
it is assumed 
that it can be 
responded 
without major 
changes...
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Professor Nathalia Urbano, from the School of Human 
Sciences of the Universidad del Rosario, concludes 
that “in general, there is a great sense of isolation 
among schools, especially teachers, to generate 
responses that integrate this population into the 
educational system. Ultimately, it is the teachers who 
are challenged to integrate the migrant population 
adequately into the education system. For me they are 
the heroes and heroines of this situation.”

What about education?

According to an ICBF study (2022), based 
on data from the Dane, this population 
has a school lag rate of more than 72.9%. 
The maximum age of the group, which is 
17 years, was 2.6 years below educational 
attainment for the age. 27.5 percent of 
girls, boys and adolescents are outside the 
education system, and 20 percent of those 
who are not studying said that the reason 
for the lack of attendance was because 
they had to move from their usual place of 
residence. In addition, during the pandemic, 
more than 90% of migrant children and 
adolescents did not use devices such as a 
desktop, laptop or tablet computer, and 35% 
did not have access to the internet.

Source: Characterization of Venezuelan 
migrant children and adolescents in 
Colombia. Colombian Institute of Family 
Welfare (ICBF), 2022.
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-Source: Characterization of Venezuelan Migrant Childhood and Adolescence 
in Colombia: The Study. Colombian Institute of Family Welfare (ICBF), 2022.
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In 2020, the percentage 

of Venezuelan migrant 

children by region was 

as follows:

Of the 

Venezuelan 

migrants based 

in the country, 

36.3%
are children and 

adolescents: 43.1%
are girls and 

boys in Early 

Childhood 

(0-5 years) 33.3%
Childhood 

(6-11)
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