
How academics 
perceive 
publishers 
in Colombia
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B y  F e l i p e  A b o n d a n o 

P h o t o s  b y  U R o s a r i o
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P

The results of scientific 
research are usually 
published in indexed 
journals, but the role of 
academic books and book 
chapters as indicators 
of the performance of 
scientific activity is rarely 
mentioned. To understand 
their true role, a study, 
in which researchers of 
Universidad del Rosario 
participated, analyzes 
the prestige of Colombian 
and foreign academic 
publishers among the 
country's academics.
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Signo y Pensamiento 

D r a w  t h e  C o l o m b i a n  e d i t o r i a l  m a p

T h e  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  c h a l l e n g e
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W h a t  D o  W e  U n d e r s t a n d  b y  " A c a d e m i c  Q u a l i t y " ?

and 

The 

 and 

and

Juan Felipe Córdoba-Restrepo, director of Editorial 
Universidad del Rosario and researcher of the study 
"Quality and Prestige of Academic Publishing: The 
Colombian Case."
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A  F u t u r e  C o m m i t m e n t

Brazil
* 55  ** 059

Venezuela
* 36  ** 0,39

Cuba
* 31  ** 0.33

Mexico
* 1149  ** 12.36

United States
* 1441  ** 15.5

Peru
* 30  ** 0.32

Bolivia
* 10  ** 0.11

Argentina
* 247  ** 2.66

Chile
* 56  ** 0.6

Brazil
* 55  ** 059

Venezuelaelaela
* 36  ** 0,39

Cuba
* 31  ** 0.33

Mexico
* 1149  ** 12.36

UnUnUnUnititititedededed S S S Statatatatetetetesss
* 1* 1* 1* 1441441441441  ** ** ** ** 15.15.15.15.5555

Gross accumulated prestige 
and percentage of total prestige 
accumulated by publishers in 
different countries
*   ICEE added
** % of total ICEE

ICEE: quality indicator of publishers. Source: Table 4 of the original study.

International
* 316  ** 3.4

Under this heading are 
grouped multinational 
publishers, based in 

several countries, which 
have been mentioned by 

academics
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Component of the “prestige” concept of the publisher

357

232

225

221

171

76

163

72

162

72

151

71

54

26

Scientific quality of published books

Editorial career and background created

Specialization of the publisher

Scientific endorsement represented by the 
editors and/or directors of..

Prestige of the publisher among peers

Technical quality of the works

Rigor in the selection of manuscripts

Focus and editorial line

Recommendations from colleagues

Translation of works into other languages

Author's experience with the publisher

Reviews received for the works

Efficiency in reporting, indexing and 
reporting procedures

Awards received by the publisher

Here you can see the components that make up the prestige from the answers of the interviewed academics.

Denmark
* 68  ** 0.73

United Kingdom
* 1341  ** 14.42

Netherlands
* 390  ** 4.19

Belgium
* 15  ** 0.16

Germany
* 53  ** 0.57

Switzerland
* 39  ** 0.42

France
* 180  ** 1.94

Italy
* 45  ** 0.48

Portugal
* 9  ** 0.1

Israel
* 10  ** 0.11

Spain
* 3770  ** 40.55

Australia
* 6  ** 0.06

Source: Figure 1 of the original study, Giménez Toledo, et al. Quality and prestige 
of the academic edition. The Colombian case. Signo y Pensamiento, 2021, 40(78).
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